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PART 16 RULEMAKING PROCESS / TIMELINE 

 

• Comment period began February 22 

• Stakeholder meetings March 29, April 6 

• Comment period ends April 10 

• Board of Health (BOH) – rulemaking request - 

May 18** 

 (**Meeting in Greeley, CO)  

• If approved, then noticed in CO Register 

• BOH  rulemaking hearing – Jul 20 

• Effective date ~mid-September 
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Background and basis for proposed Part 16 
changes: 

 

• Colorado’s current Part 16 is based  

  upon 1991 SSRCR Part W 

 

• Updates to align Part 16 with language and 

requirements equivalent to NRC in 10 CFR Part 

39 
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http://www.crcpd.org/SSRCRs/w-part.pdf


GENERAL/BROAD CHANGES 

 

– A number of the proposed changes involve 

changes in language/wording but not 

requirements 

 

– Proposing change in rule title to “Radiation 

Safety Requirements for Well Logging” (~from 

wireline services to “well logging”)  

 To better reflect the broad activities involved in 

the industry; 

 Align w/NRC Part 39 title 
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SPECIFIC CHANGES 

– In 16.2, one definition added - several updated 

– In 16.3, a new section equivalent to 10 CFR 

39.13 on licensing for well logging is proposed 

 Colorado’s rule structure relies upon Part 3 for 

broad requirements, but lacks specifics w/regard to 

well logging 

 Proposed change adds: 

– Specifics for a training program for logging supervisors 

(LS’s) and logging assistants (LA’s) [16.3.1.2]; 

– Written operating and emergency procedures [16.3.1.3]; 

– Program for annual inspections (eval’s) of job 

performance of the LS and LA [16.3.1.4]; 

– Procedures for performing leak tests [16.3.1.6] 

 Proposed requirements will apply to new licensees, 

and renewals 
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WELL OWNER AGREEMENT [16.4] 

- Requires the written agreement to specify who is 

responsible for meeting certain requirements 

(consistent with 10 CFR 39.15) 

- May require changes to current licensee well owner agreement 

forms/contracts 

- Not required if part of same company 

 

- Alternatives to standard abandonment 
procedures allowed on case-by-case basis [16.4] 

 

RECORD RETENTION [MULTIPLE SECTIONS] 

– Extend the record retention period for calibration, 

leak test, source use, and other records to 3 years 

(from current 2 years); 

 Would begin from the effective date of the rule  
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INSTRUMENTATION  

– Add requirement for additional low activity survey 

instrument for use in the event of source rupture 

(16.8.2); 

 Requires availability (not possession) of a more sensitive 

instrument 

 

SOURCE INVENTORY 

– Source inventory frequency decreased to six month 

interval from quarterly (16.10) 

 Reduces the need to perform inventories as often providing 

some regulatory relief 
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MATERIAL USE RECORDS [16.11] 

– Clarification in language consistent with 39.39 

– For unsealed tracer materials, records need to include 

isotope, quantities used and dispositioned 

– Record retention period set at 3 years 

 

 

LABELING [16.13] 

- Minor updates to language / wording on labeling 

consistent with 39.31 
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INSPECTION & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS [16.14] 

– Adds a “pre-use” inspection requirement – this is in 

addition to the semi-annual inspection (39.43) 

 Records of visual pre-use inspection required 

 

– Update to language pertaining to semi-annual 

inspection and maintenance program requirements 

(39.43) 

 Adds specific language regarding documentation of any 

defects found 

 

– Adds requirement to have pre-approved (by CDPHE) 

written procedure on removal of sources from source 

holder/logging tool (39.43(c))  
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 TRAINING, SURVEYS, AND INCIDENTS 

Clarify and strengthen requirements for: 

– The training for well loggers and assistants [16.15 / 

Appendix 16A]; 

– Bioassay for unsealed material per license req’s 

[16.17.2] 

– Performing jobsite and transportation surveys [16.22] 

 Additional surveys if source damage suspected / known & 

initiate emergency procedures 

 Decontamination of personnel, equipment, areas as required 

– Incidents, lost sources and  

 abandonment [16.25] 

 Notifications per Part 4 

 

 

 

 

10 

PART 16 STAKEHOLDER MEETING – MARCH 29, 2016; APRIL 6, 2016 



Questions? 

11 

James Jarvis 303/692-3454 
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